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Community Partners for 
Visionary Projects

Academic practices with studios for multiple
Florida towns and cities generating future
possibilities for development and adaptation.
We will highlight a range of scales from rural
towns to metropolitan areas. In all instances
the Communities were involved in providing
guidance, feedback and public discussions
of the proposals. In this short presentation I
would like to focus on the range and scale of
some of the projects . We believe these
visions help advance new ideas. 2010-17



WHITE SPRINGS



Observatories on the 
Suwanee Shoals

In a pristine environment 
under the Park Service 
jurisdiction a 3rd year studio 
designed multiple alternatives 
for observatories on the Big 
Shoals of the Suwanee River 
emphasizing natural 
materials, sustainable building 
practices and spirit building 
programs to achieve a simple 
refuge facility to culminate 
the 1-hour wilderness trek 
through the wood to the 
Shoals.



Glimson Pavilion
by Jose Cruz



Striations
by Loi Flink



Timucuan Lookout
by Andrew Padron



A Rendevous for Englihtment
by Eda Tinoco



Archery and Stone Chipping
by Azhar Khan



Master planning the connection between the 
Stephen Foster Park and the Town of White Springs 
through interventions in a publicly owned  track of land 
where innovative programs will attract park visitors to 
engage economically with the town. Five groups of 
students developed alternative proposals as well as 
programmatic innovations. This exercise was sponsored 
by the Mayor of the Town of White Springs and 
gathered funding from the Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity.



Masterplan Proposals
Economic Development Proposals



Programmatic Explorations

• Event Center

• Folk Arts School

• Restaurant

• Eco-Lodge



Suwannee Square
by Jose Cruz



White Springs-Restaurant: Reviving an Identity
by Andrew Padron



Muscadine Eco-Lodge: Heritage Crossings
by Azhar Khan



Imagining alternative uses for the former 
Carver School 5-acre urban vacant lot with an 
emphasis in community building for a decaying 
neighborhood. In this case, students created 
inclusive programs and public space for sports, 
education, lodging, and entertainment. This 
exercise was followed by a design built project for    
a band shell that was built by another class the 
following year. Working with a class of economy 
students, we added a layer of economic feasibility 
choices

2014







Carver School & Barnett Track 
sites as  a Community Resource

Masterplan
by Andrew Bawtinhimer, Hector García & Craig Nightingale



The Carver Green
by Hector García









Canvas for the Youth
by Maria Camila Jaramillo







Music Bridge
by Sofia Aguirre







Yaha Lodge
by Kaitlin Myers





The Suwanee River 
Ecolodge proposal

The 100-acre Barnett Track 
generated alternatives proposals 
by the students for a nature park 
area and the inclusion of a larger 
scale eco-friendly lodge and 
convention center as revenue 
generators and job creation for 
the town. 

All the programs developed by 
the studio included economic 
feasibility considerations.

Masterplan
by Ana Cordero



Canopy Walk
by Hector García



Masterplan
by Andrew Bawtinhimer, Hector García & Craig Nightingale



Cabins
by Andrew Bawtinhimer, Hector García & Craig Nightingale



Cabins



Lodge and Convention Center
by Andrew Bawtinhimer, Hector García & Craig Nightingale







Publications



The city of Madison Park System was reviewed 
by another studio after the City obtained funding for 
renewal of facilities. The 6 parks vary in size as public 
spaces range from community squares to a nature 
preserve. Students adapted projects for the various 
scales with the objective of enhancing health 
promoting activities, connecting the different  
sectors of the city integrating the community 
college park and the sports facilities, by repurposing 
buildings and creating new venues. Always with the 
vision of supporting tourism and the generation of 
jobs for the city.

2015



MADISON



Madison



Power House
by Juan Carlos Velasquez







The Pier at Lake Frances
by Christopher Berry









2012

The City of Crescent City 
Through an independent study by 4 students and a 
small city grant, the proposal promoted the 
enhancement of  character  of the historic Center 
street and the opening of new waterfront facilities 
coupled with a landing and marina.



CITY of 

CRESCENT CITY



Central Avenue Revitalization
by Robert Connor, Trent McGugin, Stefan Oliver, and Stacy Witschen





The Market Square



The Miller Building









2015

Promoted by the City of Longboat Key an 
interdisciplinary team from the college of Design 
Construction and Planning a graduate  studio 
developed an integrative vision for the resiliency of 
the barrier island as well as specific economic 
development proposals after identifying 
opportunities areas.



LONGBOAT KEY





Amphibious Community
Gateway for Visitors and Locals
by Jesse Mantohac







Resiliency through Floating Fabric
by Silvia Aloisio







Resilience Podium Community
Mobile Parking Home

by Di Hu





Reef Resort at Longboat Key
Reconstructing the Beach
by Craig Nightingale









2015

Graduate collaborative studio focused on 
infrastructural challenges for the sea level rise 

conditions for the Cities of Miami and Miami 
Beach. The issues of flooding urban area, energy 
generation, transportation , ports and airports, 
alternative housing typologies, the creation of  new 
protective barrier islands were explored through 
designs to promote and facilitate public discussion. 
Proposals were displayed at the Miami Center for 
Architecture in coordination with public colloquiums 
involving South Florida stakeholders. 



City of MIAMI
MIAMI BEACH
Miami-Dade



+3 feet



Miami 3.0







Atlas Islands
by J. Alex Fernandez & Evan Vander Ploeg 





Entertainment Loop





Power to the People
Vulnerability of Electrical Infrastructure in Miami and the Impact of Sea Level Rise
by Blair Davis and Mason Ip





Institutional Plaza



The BLUE Rescue
Pump Stations with social infrastructure for saving Miami against water flooding
by Chang Liu, and Jaeyoung Joo

Blue Rescue Center

Blue Rescue Center

Blue Rescue Center

Blue Rescue CenterBlue Rescue Center

Blue Rescue Center

Blue Rescue CenterBlue Rescue Center







Design variation

What kind of design do we need in our neighborhood?

Vertical farming Botanical Garden Promenade Observatory



Large-sized plaza

210 ft.



Small-sized plaza

Capacity: 1. Pumping 
Field : about 980,000 
gallon /  2. Water Tank : 
156,000 gallon



The Blue Rescue 

Center as a new 

tourist attraction



Greenway  Project Themes
“The Miami River is a Destination Landscape”

A destination landscape is one that serves as an attraction for people and activity.

Sewell Park is the largest 

park along the riverside.



Changing Edge - Current



Changing Edge - by 2100



Perspective by 2050



UNESCO 2016 Workshop
by students from La Sapienza University in 

Rome, Italy & the University of Florida, USA.



3 PROPOSALS



Brickell Waterfront
A New Front for Miami

by T. Monestiroli, V. Matteis, M. Petroli, F. Cucchi, L. Pozzati, & A. Riccomagno 



Brickell Island



Rendering by Hector García 



Metropolitan Scale Protective Public 

Space and Infrastructure



Miami River Basin
Urban Fabric

Rendering by Hector García







Substituting 

floodable 

industry in Basin 

with Technology 

Innovation Hub 

Economic 

Opportunities 

and Resilient 

Water-Based 

Housing



Miami River Flood 

Basin Today



Innovation Hub 2100
Tech Island
Rendering by Hector García



Canal Communities
Rendering by Hector García

Innovation Hub 2100
Water-Based Housing



Everglades Edge

Creating Resilient 

Urban Densities 

for Growth  and 

Relocation

Reprogramming 

Mining Lakes

Embracing Future Navigability of a Western Gulf Link

Everglades 

Today



Everglades Bay 2100
Rendering by Hector García



Rendering by Hector García



Localized interventions 
on the Miami River



La Marina Metropolitana
by Ben Peace













Liberty Peak
Affordable High Density Modular Community
by Anthony Nasko, Aayush Shah, and Pruthvi Tallurd









2010-17

The City of Saint Augustine 
Protecting the Heritage City from climate change 
consequences.



SAINT 
AUGUSTINE



St. Augustine 

Inundation Intervention Analysis
by Chad Horton & Maria Medina



Music Island
Center for Interdisciplinary Research in Music Media & Technologies

by Sami Gerwick





Protecting Heritage Settlements
Interlaced Ecologies: Edge Adaptations for St. Augustine

by Kimberly Connell







St. Augustine: A Coastal Link
by Maria Medina





Embracing larger scale infrastructural 
proposals



New Urban Settlement for Climate Change Migrants
Saint Augustine River Place
by Anzhelika Arbatskaya

New St. Augustine

Urban Programs and Attractors

1. Flagler College Extension

2. New Economic Hub

3. Downtown

4. Historic District



Protect Heritage Assets



New Urban Canal





Rebuild in Place
Canal Communities



Dredge/Fill Development 

Canal Community Typologies

Barrier Island

Linear Development

Barrier Island

Beach Front
Estuarine

Peninsula Development



Rebuild in Place 

Communities

Oyster Canal

New Urban Core

Atlantic Ocean

Secured Historic District

Rebuild in Place 

Communities





Scales of intervention

From single lot ideas to regional planning the School of 
Architecture is engaged at partnering with cities and 
counties to dare investigating imaginative alternatives for 
the future.

We believe that academia capitalizes on the strength of 
younger minds' imagination to allow the unconstrained 
and daring  exploration of visions to promote public 
discussions for a resilient future.



Community & stakeholders 
involvement
We welcome community stakeholders as a generators of 
ideas and discussion partners that give the students real life 
experiences while allowing meaningful creativity. 

Center for Hydro-Generated Urbanism

Martha Kohen
mkohen@ufl.edu

Nancy Clark
nmclark@ufl.edu



We thank the students of the School of 
Architecture and the College of Design, 

Construction, and Planning for their 
contribution to the development of the 

State.





Thank you


