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Form-Based Code:

Method of regulating

the physical aspects (the open space, buildings, & streets)

of the ______ (city, town, downtown, special district, …)

to achieve _______ (better commerce, healthier people,

less resource consumption, context-

oriented character, …)



Conventional 
Development Process

How do communities develop?



Zoning Map  provides areas all over the city to regulate the same way 



Zoning Map  provides areas all over the city to regulate the same way – C1 



Zoning Map  provides areas all over the city to regulate the same way – C1 
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Evolution in Planning Concepts

Form Based Code is a tool to describe the desired 
character for land uses based on community values 
and the surrounding context



Vision Plans





Insert lakefront development



Insert lakefront development
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Elements of a “Place” = Generalized Land Uses



Fundamental Land Use Framework



Form-Based Code:

Simple way (easy to understand, clear, less 

volume …)

of streamlining   (faster and more effective)

development  and redevelopment  (i.e. change)

such that it is in keeping with the community’s 

values and aspirations  (i.e. supportable, 

predictable, not reactionary)





Form Standards



Circulation (Streets, Blocks)

New 

Development

Infill

Redevelopment

•Complete Streets

•Connectivity Standards (vehicle and 

pedestrian connections between 

developments) 

•Block Standards governing block sizes 

by area type.



New 
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Infill

Redevelopment

Infill



Building Types Standards
Existing Single Family

2/3 Story 

Town Homes

Existing Single Family

The Line
30’ Buffer

3 Story Garage

3 Story 

Office

Insert mass and scale 

3d image

New 

Development

Infill

Redevelopment



Apartment Building



Open Space and Park Types

New 

Development

Infill

Redevelopment



Open Space and Park Types

Governing building type and 

location of spaces and/or parks 

Park Types

General Description 

(identifies type of park)

Size Criteria (min/max)

Location Criteria (service 

area)

Example Facilities (typical)

Open Space (environmental 

areas, stormwater facilities, etc 

deals with building placement, 

streets, etc)



Form Standards



Conventional 
Development Process

Form Based Code 
Process 

How do communities develop?



Form-Based Code:

Regulating the place

in accordance with 

the community’s 

values.





More 

Information?


