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The Florida Redevelopment Association Annual Awards Program brings statewide 
recognition to our members - and their outstanding redevelopment projects and 
programs. As President, I am especially proud to honor them for generously shar-
ing their vision, energy and time in striving to be “the best.”

We hope to see you next year in Tampa as we continue to expand the awards pro-
gram. Our mission is to support the improvement of urban area through redevel-
opment and development activities, and networking forums. Join us in helping to 
support our leaders in policy making, to educate the public on redevelopment, and 
to revitalize our communities in a sustainable way. Membership is open to public 
and private sector redevelopment professionals, governments, businesses, consul-
tants, non-profits, developers, and Main Street communities.

My best wishes and congratulations to all the winners. Thank you on behalf of the 
Board of Directors and members of the FRA.

Jeffrey Oris
Jeffrey Oris, CEcD
FRA President

FROM ThE PRESIDENT
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Cities throughout Florida are rediscovering their roles as crossroads for commerce, as 
Mecca’s for culture and entertainment, and as stimulating places to live. These urban 
centers are experiencing exciting changes brought about by innovative approaches to 
design, activity mix, and cooperative development.

The Florida Redevelopment Association (FRA) brings together professionals from around 
the state who are involved in preserving and improving Florida’a communities. The 
FRA was founded in 1974 to promote redevelopment and growth of downtowns. The 
focus was later broadened to encompass Community Redevelopment Agencies (CRAs) 
and Main Street Program cities. Today, the FRA also includes non-profit organizations, 
consultants, private develpers and cities that do no have Downtown Development 
Authorities, CRAs or Main Street programs. Our goal is a comprehensive association of 
all players in Florida’s urban revitalization network.

The FRA is an independent association separate and apart from all other bodies, public 
and private. It is governed by a Board of Directors, elected by the membership and 
is staffed through an annual contractual agreement with the Florida League of Cities, 
Inc. FRA’s mission is to provide a forum for members to share knowledge and common 
experiences regarding redevelopment opportunities and problems; encourage adoption 
of legal and financial tools and programs favorable to community redevelopment; and 
serve as a statewide clearinghouse for redevelopment information.

For more information on the Florida Redevelopment Association and resources to help 
your community, please contact:

Florida Redevelopment Association Carol Westmoreland, Executive Director
P.O. Box 1757 E-mail - cwestmoreland@redevelopment.net
301 S. Bronough Street, Suite 300 or cwestmoreland@flcities.com
Tallahassee, FL 32302-1757
(800) 616-1513 ext. 115 Jan Piland, Executive Assistant
(850) 224-6779 ext. 115 E-mail: jpiland@flcities.com
Fax: (850) 222-3806
http://www.redevelopment.net

About the FRA
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About the FRA Awards & Best Book

The Florida Redevelopment Association Awards Program recognizes the 
best in redevelopment in the State of Florida. The Florida Redevelopment 
Association Award Program is open to any member of the Florida 
Redevelopment Association. Winners of the Roy F. Kenzie Award are 
evaluated on how effectively their projects demonstrate innovation, 
positively impact their community and provide applicability to other Florida 
communities, among other criteria. Within the twelve juried categories, the 
Florida Redevelopment Association Awards showcase and celebrate the most 
innovative and effective redevelopment programs in Florida.

To recognize the projects and people involved in redevelopment throughout 
the state, three award series have been established. The Roy F. Kenzie and 
Thomas J. Mills Awards are given for outstanding examples of redevelopment 
and leadership, respectively, in Florida. The President’s Award is given for 
the “best of the best,” to honor the best project overall across all categories. 
A winning entry from the Florida Redevelopment Association provides an 
acknowledgment of excellence for the work your organization is doing.

The Best Book highlights this year’s winners and all of the quality entries 
received to celebrate all of the innovative redevelopment work transforming 
Florida every day. The Florida Redevelopment Association encourages you to 
use the Best Book as a tool to gather innovative ideas and communicate those 
ideas within your community.



2007 Winners        

Deputy Mayor Goliath Davis, III

Hollywood Community Redevelopment Agency

 Jacksonville Economic Development Commission

Ybor City Development Corporation/City of Tampa

Port St. Joe Redevelopment Agency

Delray Beach Community Redevelopment Agency

Tallahassee Community Redevelopment Agency

The City of St. Petersburg - Center for the Arts

The City of St. Petersburg - Progress Energy Place

 Reynolds, Smith and Hills, Inc.

The Broward Alliance
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2007 W. Thomas Mills, Jr. Award Winner

Deputy Mayor Goliath Davis, III

It is with great pleasure that we honor Dr. Goliath “Go” 
Davis III, Deputy Mayor for Midtown Economic Develop-
ment in the City of St. Petersburg, with the W. Thomas 
Mills, Jr. Redevelopment Champion Award.  
 Deputy Mayor Davis has most recently completed 
two extremely successful redevelopment projects in the 
City of St. Petersburg. The Midtown and Greater Childs 
Park strategic planning initiatives focused on providing 
creative solutions for social and economic development in 
two significantly depressed neighborhoods located in the 
southwest section of the City.
 The Midtown project, completed in 2003, was initiat-
ed in response to citizen’s continuous display of mistrust in 
the City government based on a perceived lack of progress 
in the area following the civil unrest of the late 1990s. 
Deputy Mayor Davis was the Chief of Police following an 
unfortunate shooting incident that resulted in an explosion 

of civil disturbances during the early stages of his tenure in 1996. He was successful in calming the com-
munity by employing numerous administrative and management polices concerning police procedures, 
including community policing and public outreach efforts. However, residents were still skeptical of the 
City’s commitment to resolving social and economic issues on their behalf, although the City had invested 
more than $100m in infrastructure, housing and economic development programs. 
 Upon his retirement in 2001, Dr. Davis was appointed Deputy Mayor for Economic Development in 
Midtown. In this capacity, he has been able to completely transform the physical, social and economic 
conditions in Midtown, the neighborhood in which he was born and raised with nine other brothers and 
sisters. In the four years since the City’s adoption of the Plan, Deputy Mayor Davis and the City have 
been able to exceed the expectations of the community delivering results on issues identified as priorities 
by local residents. 
 The incredible success of the Midtown and Childs Park Initiatives is due in large part because of the 
Deputy Mayors ‘ credibility. He is held in very high esteem in this community because of his academic 
and professional accomplishments. In fact he accepted these challenges at great personal risk to his stat-
ure in the community in the event these efforts were to fail. Failure, of course, was highly unlikely under 
Go’s leadership. His thorough and persistent approach to addressing community concerns has resulted in 
the most successful redevelopment programs of their kind in the State of Florida.
 Deputy Mayor Davis has received this award also for his efforts in other communities throughout the 
State. He has worked closely with other communities struggling to initiate redevelopment programs of 
their own. He has always been willing to share his experience, and the resources of his staff, to assist 
other communities in devising implementation strategies from a practical perspective. His presentations 
stimulate hope in communities feeling overwhelmed by the challenges they face. In this sense he is a 
true champion of community redevelopment and is especially deserving of this award.  Congratulations, 
“Go” Davis !
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roy F. Kenzie Awards
Capital Projects/Beautification

Planning Studies

Marketing & Communications

Cultural Enhancement

Management Programs/Creative Partnerships

Outstanding Affordable Housing Project

Outstanding Rehabilitation, Renovation or Reuse Project

Outstanding New Building Project

Transportation/Transit Enchancements

Out of the Box
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The ArtsPark is a vibrant cultural 

and community gathering place 

located at historic Young Circle 

in Hollywood.  Project designer 

Margi Nothard envisioned the 

ArtsPark as a series of spaces that 

could host activities simultaneously 

in its uniquely “alive” set of 

spaces.  This innovative design 

has turned the ArtsPark into 

a mecca of art, education, 

recreation and entertainment 

featuring day-into-night activities 

for all age groups.   Roadway 

reconstruction, parking re-

location and ROW beautification 

have added to the grandeur 

and made it simple to park and 

enjoy. The ArtsPark is an 18.2 

million dollar collaborative effort 

between the City of Hollywood, 

Broward County, the State of 

Florida, the Greater Hollywood 

Arts Foundation, and numerous 

private individuals.

ArtsPark@Young Circle
Hollywood Community Redevelopment Agency

MORE INFO
954.921.3016
nfritz@hollywoodfl.org

Capital Projects/Beautification
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Downtown Jacksonville Action Plan and Task Force Effort
Jacksonville Economic Development Commission

In the fall of 2006, the Jacksonville Economic Development Commission (JEDC) began an 

extensive task force effort to create a roadmap which would bring action to the community’s 

vision for Downtown Jacksonville – the Downtown Jacksonville Action Plan. The process began 

with the establishment of four task forces – Retail, Housing, Infrastructure, and Pedestrian 

Experience and Open Space. Once all of the Task Forces had completed their final reports, 

JEDC staff worked to distill their efforts into the Downtown Action Plan, which contains an 

overall vision and objectives, 19 action steps, and a responsibility matrix. 

Planning Studies

MORE INFO
904.630.7115
barton@coj.net
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Ybor City Development Corporation/City of Tampa
YCDC Marketing Committee

The Ybor City Development Corporation and City of Tampa were awarded the Roy F. Kenzie 

award in the marketing and communications category.  This award is given out on annual basis 

by the Florida Redevelopment Association.  The Ybor City Development Corporation’s entry 

focused on the District Marketing Campaign that was launched in 2006.  The entry included 

a narrative outlining the overall program including creative development, media placements 

and the public relations plan.  Also included in the entry were samples of the award-winning 

billboards, print ads and streetlight banners developed as part of the overall branding campaign 

– “Flavored to Suit Any Taste.”

Marketing & Communications

MORE INFO
813.274.7936
Brenda.thrower@tampagov.net
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Cultural Enhancement

Port St. Joe Historic Banner Series
Port St. Joe Redevelopment Agency

Port St. Joe is built on a rich quilt work of history that is steeped in romantic visions of a strong 

people exploring, settling and carving out a viable “sense of place.” From the ancient serenity 

of its native people to the advent of explorers, privateers, and early European settlers; Port 

St. Joe teems with images of independence. The HISTORIC BANNER SERIES celebrates our 

early history to draw from it a pride of independence, loyalty, courage, natural beauty and 

determination toward the future. The banners also serve as a beacon to attract visitors and 

encourage them to explore our city.

MORE INFO
850.229.6899

gail@celebrateportsaitjoe.com
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Management Programs/Creative Partnerships

Neighborhood Resource Center
Delray Beach Community Redevelopment Agency

The City of Delray Beach and the Delray Beach CRA collaborated to create the Neighborhood 

Resource Center for residents. Located in the SW neighborhood, the center serves as an 

information clearinghouse and hosts a variety of community organizations. In addition to city 

services, residents can access financial, family, counseling, and housing, and civic programs in 

one convenient location.  The NRC is maintained by the City, offering free office space, supplies, 

and clerical assistance to participating organizations. The CRA has supported the growth of the 

new facility by contributing $462,000 to parking, renovation, and expansion costs. 

MORE INFO
561.276.8640
colonna@ci.delray-beach.fl.us
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Outstanding Affordable Housing Project

Goodbread Hills is a 93 unit affordable housing development that was constructed through 

a partnership between the Tallahassee Housing Authority, the Tallahassee Community 

Redevelopment Agency and the Pinnacle Housing Group.  This project replaced an aging 

public housing facility with a new mixture of affordable townhouses and garden apartments 

and has provided a boost to efforts to revitalize the community.  Through an innovative mix of 

redevelopment funds, low-income tax credits, and private funding this project has been able 

attract $14 of private investment for every dollar of public funds expended.  

Goodbread Hills
Tallahassee Community Redevelopment Agency

MORE INFO
850.891.8442

parkerm@talgov.com
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Outstanding Rehabilitation, Renovation or Reuse Project

Progress Energy Center for the Arts
The City of St. Petersburg

In 2006, downtown St. Petersburg saw the rebirth of its waterfront performing arts venue, 

the Mahaffey Theater. The Mahaffey Theater rehabilitation project was a $27 million dollar 

renovation that included upgrades to existing theater facilities as well as the addition of a new 

entrance colonnade, east atrium, and lobby. The Mahaffey Theater renovation was financed 

primarily through an extension of the City of St. Petersburg’s downtown tax increment 

financing district. The theater is the centerpiece the Progress Energy Center for the Arts which 

by 2009 will also house the internationally renowned Salvador Dali′ museum as well as a 2.2 

acre public plaza.

MORE INFO
727.893.7106
rick.smith@stpete.org
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Outstanding New Building Project

Progress Energy Place in Downtown St. Petersburg
The City of St. Petersburg

Progress Energy Place 
is the new $100 million 
headquarters for Progress 
Energy Florida.  Sixteen 
stories tall with 200,000 SF 
of office and 5,000 SF of 
retail, the building houses 
over 500 employees.  The 
building is the first new office 
tower in downtown in nearly 
two decades and part of a 
joint redevelopment of an 
underutilized block. Now 
locally called the “Perfect 
Block”, the redevelopment 
site contains a campus of 
St. Petersburg College and 
the Florida International 
Museum, along with Progress 
Energy Place. Ultimately, the 
block will be home to the 
Grand Bohemian Hotel and 
Residences, the American 
Stage and the Florida 
Orchestra headquarters, all 
soon to begin construction. 

MORE INFO
727.893.7106

rick.smith@stpete.org
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Transportation/Transit Enhancements

West Orange Trail Pedestrian Bridge
Reynolds, Smith and Hills, Inc.

In July 2007, Orange County joined the City of Apopka and prime design consultant Reyn-

olds, Smith and Hills, Inc. (RS&H) for the grand opening of the West Orange Trail pedestrian 

bridge.  The bridge reflects the neoclassical architecture of Apopka’s historic City Hall with 

red brick and tall white columns.  Strategically placed steel fern sculptures celebrate Apopka 

as “the indoor foliage capital of the world.”  Observation towers serve as a focal point for 

outdoor festivities and civic pride.  The pedestrian bridge contributes to the redevelopment of 

downtown Apopka by creating an attractive and safe place for pedestrians and businesses to 

thrive.  

MORE INFO
813.289.5550
ron.sill@rsandh.com
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Out of the Box

Broward Alliance Redevelopment Conference
The Broward Alliance

In February 2007, The 
Broward Alliance held its 
second redevelopment 
conference with more 
than 200 attendees 
participating.   The 
conference featured 
experts sharing insight on 
managing the challenges 
and opportunities 
of redevelopment.  
Volunteers within The 
Broward Alliance 
had determined that 
redevelopment will be 
a major driver for future 
economic development 
in Broward County.  As 
a result, a redevelopment 
conference was 
designed to help 
participants understand 
the tools and issues of 
redevelopment projects in 
the county.   A highlight 
of the conference was a 
showcase of current and 
planned projects by cities 
and developers.  

Rethinking
Redevelopment

In A Changing Market

Thank You to our
Sponsors and Partners!

SPONSORS

CONFERENCE HOST

PARTNERS

Broward Housing
P A R T N E R S H I P

South Florida
Regional Planning Council

MORE INFO
954.524.3116

rdrew@browardalliance.org
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2007 FRA Award Entries

MLK	Beautification
Bradenton CRA
Capital Projects/Beautification

The project included the installation of 
new medians, which generally align with 
the previous pavement markings and lane 
configurations. The new medians were ir-
rigated and landscaped with a combina-
tion of plants and new sod.  All crosswalks 
were improved with the installation of red 
brick imprints with thermoplastic striping. 
In addition to these improvements the 
CCRA installed 52 antique lamps that line 
the roadway. These lamps have proven 
to lend themselves to safety, security and 
increased the ambiance of the corridor. 
The improvement of Martin Luther King 
Avenue E. is very important to this neigh-
borhood. Community meetings were con-
ducted to get feedback on the concerns 
and desires of the residents. This project 
served to resolve some functional issues, 
along with calming the traffic, and has 
served to restore this historically relevant 
corridor to a position of prominence once 
again in the community.

13th	Avenue	Beautification
Bradenton CRA
Capital Projects/Beautification

The design intention was to create a 
rhythm along the street by alternating 
groups of evergreen hollies with flowering 
crepe myrtles. Understory shrubs of  juni-
per and downy jasmine reinforce the de-
sign and add interest for both pedestrians 
and vehicles. Antique pedestrian scale 
streetlights and new sidewalks contribute 
to a pedestrian friendly and safe street. 
The extensive landscape design featured 
61 robin hollys, 78 crepe myrtles, 32 

little gem magnolias, 589 parson’s juni-
pers, 815 wax jasmines, 849 dwarf in-
dian hawthornes, 12,063 square feet of 
mulch, and 17,442 square feet of sod.  
This plan and design is a culmination of 
the thoughts, desires and input of resi-
dents, city officials, corporate leaders and 
contract professionals.  

Uptown	Altamonte
City of Altamonte Springs
Capital Projects/Beautification

Uptown Altamonte began with the City 
of Altamonte Springs vision more than 
20 years ago, and now, with more than 
one million square feet of mixed-use de-
velopment, it ranks as one of largest in 
the region and the largest project of its 
kind ever in Seminole County,” said Frank 
Martz, director of the Community Redevel-
opment Agency for the City of Altamonte 
Springs. “The Florida Redevelopment 
Award is an honor and a true testament to 
the long-term vision set forth to help grow 
the City of Altamonte Springs into a des-
tination for residents and visitors to live, 
work and play.”

Marketing	&	Outreach	
Package
City of Lauderdale Lakes CRA
Marketing & Communications

The City of Lauderdale Lakes Community 
Redevelopment Agency had a “story to 
tell” about local investment opportunities 
that could be used to attract private invest-
ment to the CRA service area. The funda-
mental tenets of print journalism – who, 
what, when, where and how – were 
addressed and used to develop and de-

sign a marketing package for maximum 
impact upon site locators and investors. 
Despite recent cooling in the development 
market, investment interest in Lauderdale 
Lakes is now at an all-time high as a result 
of the utilization of the marketing and out-
reach materials, making the effort a major 
success. 

The	Eau	Gallie	Pier
City of Melbourne
Outstanding Rehabilitation, 
Renovation/Reuse Project

The new Eau Gallie Pier is a destination 
place for boaters, fisherman, and visitors 
to enjoy the Indian River Lagoon and the 
surrounding Olde Eau Gallie area.  In-
spired by the design of the 1930’s Eau 
Gallie Pier, the new pier has five public 
boat docks, two pavilions, great fishing 
access and plenty of places to sit and en-
joy the vista. Design of the pier was made 
possible by a grant from NOAA through 
a Waterfronts Florida Partnership desig-
nation. Construction funding was provid-
ed through grants from FEMA, FIND, and 
financing from the City of Melbourne and 
the Olde Eau Gallie CRA.

Youth	Enrichment	Center
City of Miramar
Outstanding Rehabilitation, 
Renovation/Reuse Project

The City of Miramar has completed trans-
forming a former municipal fuel depot, 
fleet maintenance, and warehouse facility 
into a state of the art recreation facility 
for the community. This magnificent new 
21,000 square foot facility contains a va-
riety of first-rate sports, recreational and 
educational programs. The centerpiece 
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of the project is the new 600-seat gymna-
sium. Together with the renovation of two 
original buildings, it provides space for 
classes, meetings, fitness and recreation 
programs, and full shower and locker ar-
eas for men and women. This is comple-
mented by outdoor tennis courts and a 
path connecting to an adjacent existing 
park.

Midtown	Vision	Plan
City of Plant City
Planning Studies

In 2006 the City hired EDAW, Inc. – an in-
ternational planning and design firm – to 
prepare a vision plan for 85 acres in Mid-
town. City leaders believed that Midtown 
in its current state did not fully realize its 
potential to be a dynamic and vibrant 
mixed-use neighborhood.  They believed 
a vision plan was needed to provide a 
template for future development in the 
district. The plan will not only help guide 
future growth in Midtown, but also could 
help bolster the redevelopment activities 
now underway in the City’s historic down-
town and the Laura Street district, both of 
which adjoin Midtown.

Greater	Childs	Park	Area	
Initiative
City of St. Petersburg
Planning Studies

The Greater Childs Park Area Initiative 
turned Childs Park into a greater place 
and completing the loop to make St. 
Petersburg seamless. This underserved 
13th Avenue Beautification Bradenton 
CRA Capital Projects/Beautification.  The 

area, populated by the youngest demo-
graphic in the city, has assets including a 
regional watershed preserve, an abutting 
municipality, good infrastructure, hous-
ing stock and an array of recreational 
& social services. Perceived as isolated, 
innovative planning practices including 
focus-groups and community-wide meet-
ings were employed to move this dis-
jointed uninvolved area to an involved, 
unified and connected community where 
the theme of “connectivity, circulation and 
mobility,”emerged to develop a strategic 
initiative. Public private partnerships, as-
sets- based strategies are underway to 
move Childs Park towards seamlessness.  

Drew	Park	Strategic	Action	
Plan
City of Tampa, Economic & Urban 
Development
Planning Studies

In 2004 the Drew Park area of Tampa 
was designated a Community Redevel-
opment Area (CRA). Subsequently, the 
City of Tampa selected URS Corporation 
to prepare a Strategic Action Plan (SAP) 
for the CRA. The purpose of the Strategic 
Action Plan was to address specific plan-
ning and financial options for the next 25 
years and to identify short and long term 
strategic public investment projects that 
would attract private investment, regula-
tory actions that foster quality redevelop-
ment and incentives that the City could 
establish to attract private investment. The 
City of Tampa Community Redevelopment 
Agency approved the SAP on March 15, 
2007.

CRA	2006	Annual	Activity	
Report
City of Tampa, Economic & Urban 
Development
Marketing & Communications

Fiscal year 2006 was an active and suc-
cessful year for all of Tampa’s Community 
Redevelopment Areas (CRAs). Each re-
development area has made significant 
progress, much of which is highlighted in 
this report. Our city now has nine CRAs 
representing seven redevelopment com-
munities. Each is unique with different 
strengths, weaknesses and challenges.  
However, they all share the common com-
mitment of the Community Redevelopment 
Agency. This report reflects the impact of 
our shared commitment to partner with 
residents and the private sector to make 
our redevelopment communities more eco-
nomically vibrant, safe and attractive.

Miracle	City	Mall	
Redevelopment	Plan
City of Titusville
Planning Studies

The Miracle City Mall Redevelopment Plan 
provides for a site-specific, ten year, Com-
munity Redevelopment Area for an under-
utilized 32 acre mall site. The Redevelop-
ment Plan is an implementation strategy of 
the US 1 Corridor Master Plan, adopted 
by the City of Titusville in August 2006. 
The Plan introduces a diverse mix of resi-
dential, commercial, office, and public 
open space, while incorporating unique 
stormwater treatment strategies to reduce 
run-off into the Indian River Lagoon. The 
design uses an “Urban Village” theme 
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and concept intended to create a network 
of internal streets that visually connects 
the development site with the Indian River 
Lagoon and uses an urban plaza as a fo-
cal point for social and recreational activi-
ties. The Miracle City Mall Redevelopment 
Plan is a collaborative effort between the 
City, the property owners, and community 
members.

Palafox	Pier
CRA, City of Pensacola/Spencer Maxwell 
Bullock Architects, Inc.
Out of the Box

The completion of Plaza de Luna in mid-
2007 represents the culmination of a de-
cades-long effort to re-establish vibrant 
public activity on Pensacola’s historic wa-
terfront. Originally conceived as one of 
four elements in the Pensacola Waterfront 
Development Plan, the primary goal of the 
redevelopment of Palafox Pier is the recon-
nection of the waterfront to the increas-
ingly active urban core several blocks to 
the north. The plan has been implemented 
in multiple phases and includes the public 
plaza and four buildings designed to ac-
commodate a wide variety of uses, includ-
ing restaurants, retail shops, offices and 
residential units. 

Pelican	Beach	Park
CRA, City of Satellite Beach
Capital Projects/Beautification

Nestled between the glistening Atlantic 
Ocean and the major redevelopment cor-
ridor in the Satellite Beach Community 
Redevelopment District, Pelican Beach 
Park is strategically located two miles 
south of Patrick Air Force Base, and bal-

ances beach access points with preserved 
natural landscape.  Funding for the park 
improvements were allocated by Satel-
lite Beach Redevelopment Agency. The 
Park will draw tourists and visitors from 
neighboring communities to the beaches 
and businesses of Satellite Beach. Satel-
lite Beach Women’s Club and Lions Club 
provided additional funding.

Delray	Beach	Community	
Land	Trust
Delray Beach CRA
Outstanding Affordable Housing 
Project

To address the lack of affordable hous-
ing, the Delray Beach CRA collaborated 
with the City of Delray Beach to create 
the Delray Beach Community Land Trust. 
The Delray Beach CLT is a nonprofit or-
ganization that makes its homes perma-
nently affordable by retaining ownership 
of the land underneath and removing that 
value from the cost of each home.  The 
CRA supports the DBCLT by providing op-
erational funds, construction and property 
acquisition loans, and land subsidies. The 
City supports the organization with of-
fice space and supplies, vacant lots, and 
housing subsidies. Already, the DBCLT 
has placed 10 families in affordable new 
homes.

NW/SW	5th	Avenue	
Beautification	Project
Delray Beach CRA
Capital Projects/Beautification

The 5th Avenue corridor was once the 
social and economic hub of the African 
American community in Delray Beach, 

but the area declined as many businesses 
closed in the 1970s and ‘80s. An earlier 
beautification project failed to revitalize 
the area. The CRA collaborated with 
residents, business owners, and an artist 
to plan the NW/SW Beautification Proj-
ect. It included traditional streetscape im-
provements, as well as colorful terrazzo 
sidewalk patterns, bronze medallions, 
and banners reflect the rich cultural his-
tory of the corridor and its surrounding 
neighborhoods. The CRA, City and Palm 
Beach County each invested in the $2.1 
million project.

New	Haven	Avenue	
Streetscape	&	Front	Street	
Park	Improvements
Downtown Melbourne CRA/City of Mel-
bourne
Capital Projects/Beautification

The Downtown Melbourne CRA invested 
over $2.86 million in 2007, consistent 
with the goals set forth in their new re-
development plan entitled “Returning the 
Harbor to Harbor City”. The streetscape 
improvements on New Haven Avenue 
have more than doubled the length of the 
“improved” retail corridor, extending just 
less than one mile. New curbs, sidewalks, 
lighting, paver accents, landscape and 
traffic calming have both beautified the 
corridor and provided pedestrian safety. 
A connection has been created linking 
Downtown to the City’s waterfront. Up-
grades within Front Street Park allow Mel-
bourne residents and visitors an improved 
opportunity to enjoy the waterfront just a 
short walk from Downtown’s retail and en-
tertainment district.
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Currents	-	River	District	
News	from	the	FMRA
Fort Myers CRA
Marketing & Communications

Currents is an eight page quarterly news-
letter that provides information about the 
Fort Myers River District. It features ar-
ticles on current events and development 
projects, a calendar of events, important 
meeting dates and a listing of retail shops, 
restaurants, nightclubs, services and cul-
tural activities. It also features before and 
after stories and photos and profiles of the 
people involved in the revitalization of the 
downtown. Twenty two thousand copies 
of Currents are printed and distributed 
each quarter through direct mail, insertion 
in local newspapers and local merchants.

Downtown	by	Design:	The	
Downtown	Bradenton	CRA	
Master	Plan
Glatting Jackson Kercher Anglin/
Bradenton CRA
Planning Studies

The Bradenton CRA Master Plan refocuses 
the community on the value of an active 
shared downtown with a historic water-
front community. The plan stresses inte-
grated solutions to complex relationships 
between downtown affordable residen-
tial, retail main streets, major employers, 
and cultural facilities. The innovative so-
lution becomes a more livable approach 
to transportation and renewed emphasis 
on the public realm, including extending 
waterfront values inland to affect more 
property. As a result, the “Downtown by 
Design” effort outlines concepts relevant 
to many Florida waterfront communities 
striving to reposition their downtown en-

vironments for renewed quality of life and 
economic success.

City	of	South	Daytona	
Beach	Community	
Redevelopment	Area/
South	Ridgewood
Avenue	Design	Guidelines
Herbert-Halback, Inc.
Planning Studies

The South Ridgewood Avenue Corridor 
Design Guidelines are established to en-
sure the public and private development 
projects implement the visions for the City 
of South Daytona’s Community Redevel-
opment Area (CRA). To create a sense of 
arrival, it is crucial for the City South Day-
tona Beach to pay attention to its image. 
By defining themselves visually in positive 
terms, the South Ridgewood Avenue Cor-
ridor Design Guidelines is a major step in 
creating that image. In essence, the City 
of South Daytona Beach is validating it-
self as a brand; therefore, establishing a 
convincing case for positive growth and 
economic development.

Hollywood	Beach	
Bandshell
Hollywood Beach CRA
Capital Projects/Beautification

The Hollywood Beach Boardwalk has un-
dergone a complete renovation, and the 
result is poetry beneath your flip flops.  
The historic seaside promenade where 
generations of residents and visitors have 
congregated has emerged from an ambi-
tious $14 million overhaul with a brand 
new look that hearkens back to its storied 
past and paves the way for the district’s 
bright future. By adhering to original de-

sign elements in a modern context, the 
Boardwalk Redevelopment Project has 
helped create a dynamic sense of place 
by preserving the beach’s history, archi-
tecture and culture and launching the 
area into the modern era.

Gulf	Breeze	Redevelopment	
Plan
Land Design Innovations/City of Gulf 
Breeze
Planning Studies

This plan provides redevelopment strate-
gies, business development programs, 
and design standard recommendations 
for a CRA that is bisected by a major 
highway. The roadway is a blessing and 
a curse, but it is not going away.  Our 
programs are designed to assist business 
development, our design standards pro-
mote town center area-pedestrian friendly 
development, and the result is increased 
private sector investments. 

Plantation	Preserve
Miller Legg/City of Plantation
Capital Projects/Beautification

The Plantation Preserve is a City of Plan-
tation community open space redevelop-
ment project that successfully transformed 
a 212-acre abandoned parcel wrought 
with vagrancy and extreme environmen-
tal contamination issues into a diverse 
public open space. The Preserve provides 
a unique recreational green space, golf 
course, historic archeological site, and 
community amenity for the residents of the 
City. The Preserve’s 1.5-mile linear park 
includes trail heads for walkers/joggers 
and cyclists, misting stations and more 
than 40-acres of upland and wetland 
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plant habitats. Plantation Preserve also 
enhanced the neighboring communities’ 
drainage, traffic and accessibility issues 
while providing a revenue positive munici-
pal amenity.

Parramore	Heritage	Park	
&	Pond
Orlando CRA
Capital Projects/Beautification

The Parramore Heritage Park & Pond proj-
ect is an innovative concept that took the 
creation of a necessary stormwater reten-
tion pond and turned it into an aesthetical-
ly pleasing pocket park.  This maximized 
the potential of the space and created a 
public amenity for the community to enjoy. 
The retention ponds were fitted with side-
walks, ornamental railing, landscaping, 
street lighting, and grass. The ponds were 
equipped with floating fountains that were 
lighted and included a 25-foot high jet. A 
decorative street clock was also donated 
to the park, courtesy of the Downtown Or-
lando Foundation.

Harbour	Village
Panama City CRA
Outstanding New Building Project

Harbour Village is a uniquely designed 
mixed use, urban infill project situated on 
the waterfront adjacent to the St. Andrews 
Marina in the St. Andrews Community Re-
development Area. The project replaced 
a deteriorated weekly rental motel that 
was an eye sore and a high crime cen-
ter in the St. Andrews community. The 
development team’s initial concept was 
to construct a high rise condominium for 
vacation rental.  Responding to our com-
munity vision, the design team changed 

the master plan to a permanent residence 
facility, streetside storefronts, and two 
acre roof top gardens.  Harbour Village 
placed new residents in St. Andrews upon 
opening.

Historic	St.	Andrews	Church
Panama City CRA
Outstanding Rehabilitation, Reno-
vation /Reuse Project

The Historic St. Andrews Church at 1004 
Chestnut Avenue in the St. Andrews com-
munity of Panama City was constructed in 
1887 on a hill in the center of the his-
toric commercial area. The structure was 
restored this year with a grant from the 
Florida Department of State, Bureau of 
Historic Preservation, and with the gen-
erous support of many friends and vol-
unteers. The Save Our Steeple, or SOS, 
project was initiated to restore this simple 
clapboard building that is the oldest 
church building in use in Bay County, and 
to remove the hazardous elements, which 
quite literally hung over the head of those 
who frequented the site.

St.	Andrews	Historic	
Neighborhood	Overlay
Panama City CRA/Renaissance Planning 
Group
Out of the Box

The St. Andrews Historic Neighborhood 
Overlay Ordinance and Design Guide-
lines we recreated as a proactive mea-
sure to supplement the Land Development 
regulations, in order to perpetuate the 
historic look of the neighborhoods. With 
City Commission approval a property 
owner may be granted a lot size reduc-
tion and/or a reduction in front and rear 

setbacks, by meeting design criteria such 
as user-friendly front porches, using per-
vious surfaces for driveways and walk-
ways, and installing functional shutters. 
The built product provides flexibility for 
the property owner in using their land, 
and is providing for in-fill of open spaces 
in the historic neighborhoods adjacent to 
the town center.

SR	408	Widening:		
Context-Sensitive	Design
PBS&J/City of Orlando
Capital Projects/Beautification

SR 408 is a 16-mile expressway bisect-
ing downtown Orlando, Florida. When 
growth forced expansion of the road, the 
Orlando-Orange County Expressway Au-
thority saw an opportunity to enhance the 
surrounding community. The Authority de-
veloped a context-sensitive design that not 
only relieves capacity, but also highlights 
the community’s best aesthetic features. 
By incorporating the history, style, and 
architecture of the local community, the 
design concepts developed for this project 
resulted in a much better expressway for 
the traveling public and a better quality 
of life for surrounding neighborhoods, as 
well as provided the City of Orlando with 
impetus for urban renewal.

Pedestrian	Bridge	at	Florida	
Botanical	Gardens
PBS&J/City of Tampa
Outstanding Rehabilitation, Reno-
vation /Reuse Project

The pedestrian bridge at Florida Botanical 
Gardens provides main access to several 
pavilions in the garden and therefore as-
sists in pedestrian traffic flow throughout 
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the park while catering to visitors and 
special events. The bridge is approxi-
mately 200 feet long and 14 feet wide. 
The bridge consists of a pre-cast pre-
stressed double-tee structure supported on 
14-in pre-cast pre-stressed concrete piles. 
Pre-cast elements were chosen for higher 
quality of construction at plant settings, 
east of construction and minimize the con-
struction duration. The pre-cast beam ends 
were dipped to minimize structure depth 
and enhance the bridge appearance in el-
evation. A cast-in-place topping provided 
a proper surface texture for pedestrians 
and a jointless deck which requires less 
maintenance. The total bridge length was 
reduced to minimize construction costs 
and the reduced length was replaced by 
a less expensive boardwalk on west side 
of the bridge. Other aesthetic enhance-
ments includes architectural pilasters, rail-
ings and special light fixtures all provided 
to blend with existing architecture of the 
Botanical Garden. 

Port	St.	Joe	Redevelopment	
Plan	Revision
Port St. Joe Redevelopment Agency
Management Programs/Creative 
Partnerships

Port St. Joe is a historic mill town whose 
existing economy, employer and redevel-
opment plan became immediately out-
dated when the mill declared bankruptcy 
(1999). With business in decline, the city 
needed a new, united direction. The re-
vised plan incorporates three areas, with 
three distinct objectives, into one workable 
foundation. This unifying document ad-
dresses the historically African American 
neighborhood, whose close-knit neighbor-

hood and existing culture must be pre-
served, the Waterfronts District and the 
Downtown District with shared objectives: 
improve the whole community, create job 
opportunities, protect the waterfront, capi-
talize on natural assets and preserve the 
cultural identity of an historic town. 

Dr.	Joe	Memorial	Parking	
Lot
Port St. Joe Redevelopment Agency
Capital Projects/Beautification

Although Port St. Joe is steeped in legend-
ary history, our rich saga has not to date 
been memorialized or celebrated as part 
of the downtown landscape. As a legacy 
to “Dr. Joe,” the Dr. Joe Memorial Parking 
Lot commemorates his long-term care for 
and love of the residents of Port St. Joe. 
The space also combines historic elements, 
such as railroad ties from the Apalachic-
ola Railroad as wheel stops, with custom 
art and sculpture from local artists, and 
the memorial plaque to be created by Dr. 
Joe’s children to create an extraordinary 
and noteworthy space…masquerading as 
a parking lot. 

Becker	Road	Charrette
Treasure Coast Regional Planning Coun-
cil/City of Port St. Lucie
Planning Studies

The Becker Road area is the oldest part of 
the City of Port St. Lucie. Becker Road was 
slated to expand from two to four lanes 
between I-95 and the Florida Turnpike.  
The city’s original expansion plan trans-
formed large swaths of residential into 
commercial, parking lots, and drainage 
areas. The city and the Treasure Coast Re-

gional Planning Council conducted a char-
rette to create a community plan for the 
Becker Road corridor. Over 350 people 
participated. The city inherited planning 
difficulties due to the indiscriminate plat-
ting of General Development Corporation 
in the 1980’s.  The residents changed di-
rection with their Becker Road Charrette 
Report. 

Jensen	Beach	&	Rio	Design	
Guidelines
Treasure Coast Regional Planning Coun-
cil/Martin County
Planning Studies

Residents ensure their vision is built down 
to the architectural details. After a char-
rette and many workshops over eleven 
years, two distinct yet related communities 
realized the only way developers could 
understand their vision was to create ar-
chitectural design guidelines.  The com-
munity, Martin County, and the Treasure 
Coast Regional Planning Council worked 
together to refine the communities’ visions 
and spur redevelopment.  The guidelines 
embrace the entire range of building types 
to the garage apartment to the esplanade 
along the waterfront.

Palm	Beach	County	Urban	
Redevelopment	Area
Treasure Coast Regional Planning Coun-
cil/Palm Beach County
Planning Studies

Seven municipalities worked together for 
one redevelopment plan in central urban 
Palm Beach County. Highlights of the plan 
include a storm water utility to free land 
and incentives redevelopment, schools 
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less than the Florida requirements, schools 
sharing facilities with other public and pri-
vate organizations, performance-based 
Transportation Concurrency Exemptions, 
and two detailed master plan for the two 
main corridors through the area.

Northwood	Village	-	It	
Takes	a	Village
West Palm Beach CRA
Marketing & Communications

 The Northwood Business District was a 
tired, six block retail area struggling to 
transform. Redevelopment efforts were 
hindered by dilapidated and vacant 
buildings, a lack of desirable businesses 
and apathy amongst the merchants. Lo-
cal residents rarely visited the area.  To 
reverse the decline, the City of West Palm 
Beach’s Redevelopment Agency needed 
to completely reposition the dying district.  
Using photos of the few remaining mer-
chants, a Strategic Branding Campaign 
was created called “Real Faces, Real Plac-
es…Come Grow With Us!” Now called 
“Northwood Village,” over $2.6 million 
in building renovations are underway, 21 
new businesses have opened, and visitors 
have increased.

Northwood	Village	
Neighborhood	
Ambassadors	-	“Talk	Us	
Up”
West Palm Beach CRA
Marketing & Communications

Northwood Village was a tired, six-block 
retail area struggling to transform from a 
sparsely occupied commercial district into 
a vibrant neighborhood village. Redevel-

opment efforts were hindered by apathy 
amongst merchants and local residents 
rarely visiting.  To reverse the decline, 
the West Palm Beach Community Rede-
velopment Agency sought the support of 
the surrounding neighborhoods. A brand-
ing campaign was created: “Real Faces, 
Real Places-Come Grow With Us” and 
included a unique and engaging event 
program, “Northwood Village Neighbor-
hood Ambassadors.” This program, now 
firmly established, has reached over 400 
neighbors, resulting in 106 volunteer am-
bassadors committed to promoting new 
and established businesses.

Westgate/Belvedere	
Homes	First	Annual	Spring	
Festival
Westgate/Belvedere Homes CRA
Cultural Enhancement

Over 300 Westgate/Belvedere Homes 
residents enjoyed a day of family fun 
and friendship at the First Spring Festival 

 sponsored by the Westgate CRA.  De-
signed to provide community outreach 
and healing, the CRA partnered with 16 
public, nonprofits, and for-profit entities to 
bring awareness and needed services to 
the community through the arts.  Resourc-
es included family planning/prenatal edu-
cation, preventive medical testing, home-
ownership, legal and financial assistance, 
and neighborhood contacts.  The festival’s 
highlight, a free youth ceramic tile work-
shop with public artist, Sharon Koskoff 
produced tiles for three totem poles to be 
installed as a community gateway marker 
at the next community event.

Channel	District	Community	
Redevelopment	Area	
Strategic	Plan
WilsonMiller, Inc.
Planning Studies

Comprehensive implementation of the 
Channel District Community Redevel-
opment Area Strategic Action Plan is 
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 currently underway, and ongoing chang-
es in the District are being felt across the 
entire downtown area and beyond. The 
plan analyzes every component of the 
District’s development future and offers 
creative, innovative solutions for infra-
structure and public realm improvements 
based upon accurate market forecasts 
and a complete analysis of costs and 
revenues. Significantly, it fosters an un-
derstanding of the dynamic market and 
community forces transforming the District 
and creates a proactive plan that includes 
the capital and aesthetic improvements 
required to provide new infrastructure, a 
superior public environment, and an out-
standing quality of life for residents and 
visitors.

Workforce	Housing	for	City	
of	Bonita	Springs
WilsonMiller, Inc.
Planning Studies

“The Renaissance Coalition: Addressing 
the Challenge of Providing Workforce 
Housing for the City of Bonita Springs” 
study combines public, private, and local 
government participation in a document 
that includes a comprehensive examina-
tion of current conditions and offers work-
able, innovative solutions to ensure the 
city’s workforce housing deficit is met. The 
study reflects the views of a broad range 
of stakeholders and is enabling Bonita 
Springs to accommodate growth while 
protecting and enhancing the City’s re-
sources and quality of life. The techniques 
and approaches taken in the study also 
serve as a model for the growing num-
ber of other communities facing similar 
issues.

Park	Square	at	Doral	
Master	Plan
Zyscovich/City of Doral
Planning Studies

The Master Plan for the 50-acre former 
headquarters for a national truck rental 
company, calls for the site to be rezoned 
and reallocated for intensive mixed-use. 
Rather than simply incorporating the 
ground-use retail as a mixed-use “lite” 
approach, the firm provided significant 
percentages of land for office, commercial 
and residential applications. The urban vi-
sion and development strategy created by 
the firm allocates 50% of the property for 
mixed-use and high-density and the other 
50% for a new townhouse community and 
major park. The town center’s oval plaza 
is inspired by Italy’s Piazza Navona and 
serves as the nexus for the residential com-
munity, providing a forum for special events 
such as music festivals, farmer’s markets, 
and fairs, and creating a municipal civic 
center for both the immediate neighbors 
and the community at large.

Midtown	Miami	Master	
Plan
Zyscovich/Midtown CRA Miami
Planning Studies

The 56-acre Midtown Miami development 
is likely to be one of the largest urban 
infill, brownfield development projects in 
the country.  As the site’s master planners 
and “architectural curators”, the team 
partnered with the City of Miami’s plan-
ning department to examine the zoning 
and land use and to change the land use 
from Industrial to Restricted Commercial.  
Zyscovich then created Special District 
Zoning and Design Guidelines.  From that 
point, the neighborhoods within Midtown 
were further refined: the western edge 
is the retail core with regional and lo-
cal shopping; the northeast corner is an 
intense commercial zone with neighbor-
hood retail; the eastern edge is residential 
with first floor retail, and an entertainment 
block will provide continuous pedestrian 
activity.
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